
Why Being Green Is  Important

From an environmental perspective, being green helps protect our ecosystem, improves
our air and water quality, reduces solid waste and conserves our natural resources. Over
the last few decades, an increasing concern for these elements has given them the long
overdue attention they deserve. 

People are more aware than ever before that open land is shrinking, landfills are quickly
expanding, natural resources are dwindling and the world’s water and air quality cries 
for immediate improvement. To answer the growing challenge, people are reading labels,
more closely scrutinizing energy ratings, recycling more, considering how products are
made and, generally speaking, making “greener” decisions.

How Bui ldings Inf luence The Environment

Directly associated with the way products are manufactured and services are provided is
the level of environmental friendliness these buildings represent. Commercial buildings
environmental impact is responsible for:

12%   of potable water consumption
30%   of greenhouse gas emissions
30%   of raw material use
30%   of waste output
36%   of total energy use
65%   of electricity consumption

Filter selection has a direct impact on all of these environmental areas and can help a 
facility manager influence these for the better––environmentally, economically and in 
relation to health.

NOT Being Green Can Make You Pale

As a facility manager, two major responsibilities are paramount in relation to filtration 
systems––providing clean air for the facility and reducing the operating budget.

Traditionally, managers have focused on reducing the purchasing price of filtration 
components to achieve a cost savings. However, the lowest operating cost levels can be
realized by focusing on energy usage costs. In addition, inefficient filtration products
directly undermine a manager’s primary responsibility of clean facility air, and bring into
question the indoor environment quality (IEQ). 

IEQ refers to the quality of air and environment inside buildings––based on pollutant 
concentrations and conditions that can affect the health, comfort and performance of
occupants. Good IEQ is an essential component of any “green” building.

Sick Building Syndrome (SBS), asthma, allergies and other respiratory illnesses have 
all been associated with poor IEQ, or more directly put, inefficient HVAC systems.

The EPA defines SBS as when building occupants experience acute health and comfort effects that
appear to be linked to time spent in a building, but no specific illness or cause can be identified.

Recently the EPA has discovered that SBS has an annual economic impact of 60 billion dollars

per year in direct (medical) and indirect (lost productivity) costs. Imagine significantly cutting 

absenteeism and presenteeism (at work, but reduced output due to illness), decreasing operating

costs and increasing your bottom line profit just by making your building greener.

What Is  A Green Building?

The construction of office buildings, businesses and homes obviously
impacts the environment. Not as evident as this, however, are the 
many factors that determine the level of impact a particular structure 
has on its surrounding environment. 

Building materials, paint, carpeting, furniture and the type of filtration 
system are all choices made during the construction process. And all 
of these considerations ultimately affect the environmental impact your
structure will have.

Considering issues such as the environment, health and economics 
when building––and then making decisions and using materials that 
most positively address these areas make a building more “green”. 
By embracing green building strategies, your building can maximize
its performance and help promote a healthier working, living and 
learning environment.

Who Determines I f  A  Bui lding Is  Green?  

The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) is a national coalition of
experts from the building industry that serves as the leading 
organization for environmental building considerations. Their sole 
purpose is to develop products and resources for the interior and exterior
of buildings––all in an effort to make structures more environmentally
responsible, or “green”. 

Utilizing the key industry and research alliances it has formed with 
government agencies at the local, state and federal levels, the USGBC 
is leading the way to positively effect change for existing environments
and influencing the way new buildings are designed, built and 
maintained. Although green strategy decisions are best implemented 
during the design stages, environmentally responsible options can 
be applied at any level––during new construction, renovation or even 
during demolition.

How Green Is  My Bui lding?  

To define “green building” and establish a common standard of 
measurement, the USGBC developed the LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System®. This 
system sets well-founded, scientific standards where decisions and
changes can be made to positively affect your building’s environmental
footprint. In addition, LEED promotes whole-building design practices,
recognizes environmental leadership in the building industry, 
stimulates green competition, raises consumer awareness of green 
building benefits and transforms the building market into a more 
environmentally responsible entity.
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